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PRE-ANESTHETIC AND PRE-SURGICAL INSTRUCTIONS

PATIENT:_________________________________    DATE:______________________

     The doctors and staff at Appanasha realize that your pet’s anesthesia and surgery can cause apprehension for both you and our pet.  Our goal is to make these procedures as safe and as easy as possible for both of you.  If you have any questions regarding the anesthetic or surgery required, please do not hesitate to ask us.  

     The tranquilizers and anesthetics your pet will receive are often identical to those that you might receive at your hospital.  We will use the safest anesthetic regimen possible, and monitor your pet closely.  It is important that you help us ensure anesthetic safety by following these guidelines:

1) Do not allow your pet to eat anything after 10:00 PM on the evening before anesthesia.  Water may be given at any time.
2) Please inform us if there have been any problems or changes in your pet’s health.  If your pet has 

recently been treated for an illness, please tell us how he or she has responded.

3) Any prescribed medications (anticonvulsant drugs, heart medications, thyroid supplements, etc.)  

should be given at the normal dosage level the night before, and the morning of anesthesia.

4) Please bring your pet to Appanasha between 7:00 AM and 8:00 AM on the morning of 

anesthesia, unless other arrangements have been made.  The receptionist or technician will take 

your pet to the surgery ward, where the doctor will give him or her a pre-anesthetic examination.

5) Please provide us with a phone number where you may be reached during the day.

     The length of your pet’s stay in the hospital will vary, depending upon the procedure performed.  Most pets are able to go home after 3:00 PM on the same day following dental procedures, radiographs, or growth removals. Other procedures may require a deeper or longer anesthesia period.  In these cases, or when recovery is slow, we will monitor your pet during the longer recovery time, and keep him or her closely confined and comfortable.  This will require overnight hospitalization, or in major surgeries, several days of hospital recovery time.

     Unless otherwise instructed, please call after 2:00 PM to discuss your pet’s recovery and possible discharge from the hospital.  We will give you specific instructions for post-surgical care when you come to take your pet home.  
Thank you for allowing us to work with you to keep your pet healthy and comfortable.
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